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BULLETIN

Welcome to this week’s Bulletin
From David: Spring is in the air

The idea that Spring is just around the corner fills my heart, my ears and my eyes with joy. So much is
happening. So much that was lying dormant and gathering energy for the next few weeks and months, is

starting to emerge.

My orchids have started to bloom. The Grevilleas
with their characteristic hair-brush like blooms are
taking shape in miniature form. The leaves on all
the different shrubs are looking bright and alive.
Buds are erupting and bulbs are shooting. And
who can ignore the star of the season - the wattle.
If ever there was a tree to stir the spirit and

bring joy to the eye, it has to be the wattle in

all its forms.

In another sign that spring is near, a bee landed on my sandwich on Friday as I sat outside to eat some lunch.
The warmth of the sun on my face created its own unique form of happiness. A few flies were about as well.

They gave the impression that they had not long been awake — maybe, not long been alive.

Some of the birds in the huge Banksia across the road were even starting to get a bit “friendly’ — if you know
what I mean. It’s one of those trees that has different kinds of birds in it depending on the time of the day.
It’s like they all have an allocated time for roosting.

I always love spring. I know I am not unique feeling that way, but it feels so very different this year.
It is so quiet. Well, it is where I am living. Might not be true for everyone. I haven’t heard a lawn mower, or
a leaf-blower or a power-tool of any kind for months. This particular silence is both eerie and golden. The
birds are perching in the one place for longer it seems to me. Nothing seems to be startling them or moving
them on. They seem more relaxed — less ‘on edge’. Even the ones that spend a lot of time walking on the

ground appear to be more at ease with the world and less anxious to get out of the way. Especially the big



crows — they swagger around as if they own the place. Perhaps they do. I'm even hearing birdsong that I

haven’t heard in this neighbourhood before. That’s always a good sign.

So much is happening. So much that was lying dormant and gathering energy for the next few weeks and

months, is starting to emerge.

That will be ‘us’ in a few weeks time. So much stored-up energy and interest just waiting to burst

free. Not long now.

Shalom. David

CYBER CHURCH BIBLR READING Matthew 6: 24 - 34

This Sunday and for the whole of September we will combine our encounter with film with a celebration
of nature. Don’t forget your flower!

September is used around the world as the Season of Creation — a period on which people of faith
are invited to think about Earth and our relationship with this ‘pale blue dot’

“I_ook again at that dot. That's here. That's homse. That's us. On it everyone you love, everyone you know, everyone you ever
beard of, every human being who ever was, kived out their kives. The aggregate of our joy and suffering, thousands of confident
religions, ideologies, and economtic doctrines, every hunter and forager, every bero and coward, every creator and destroyer of
civilization, every king and peasant, every young couple in love, every mother and father, hopeful child, inventor and explorer,
every teacher of morals, every corvupt politician , every ‘superstar), every ‘supreme leader’, every saint and sinner in the bistory of
our species, kived there — on a mote of dust suspended in a sunbeam.” (Carl Sagan 1994)

The zoom waiting room will be open around 9.45 for some chat time, and we will ‘gather’ more
formally at 10.30. David
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If you have not joined us before and would like to, please send David your email address so that an
invitation can be sent to your inbox. Saints163@)bigpond.com

AGM TODAY After ZOOM CHURCH - 11.30 am. approx. The Reports as one document have been
sent out to church members - please let me know if you did not receive it. Following presentation of the
reports and financial statements there will be time to reflect on ‘what comes next” — see David’s 2020
discussion points in the Report.

BIBLE STUDY GROUP Wednesday, 3* September. 6 — 7pm
We continue our exploration of the Prophets. Who were they? What did they have to say and to whom

did they say it? What drove them to risk everything — including their lives?

David
B ety

If you would like to be involved, just send David your email address saints163@bigpond.com and he

will send you an invitation.
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Campaign for More Social Housing

Even before COVID-19, almost 120,000 people were homeless every night in Australia. And that
number is projected to skyrocket with one million Australians losing income as a consequence of
Covid-19.

Will you contact the Treasurer and urge him to invest in social housing in the lead up to the October
Budget? Join thousands of people and Australian organisations who are calling on Josh Frydenberg
to create jobs and homes renters can afford.

Read more and sign the petition HERE

ACT FORPEACE

CONFRONTING INJUSTICE TOGETHER
THROUGH THE actaliance

e o https / /actforpeace.rationchallenge.org.au/
We re all affected by the coronavirus, but not equally.

Refugees were already living a nightmare; and now, as a result of the pandemic, many could starve to death
Take the Ration Challenge. Eat the same rations as a refugee for one week, raise money and save lives.
You’ll help bring emergency food, hygiene kits and life-saving support to the people that need it most.
Let’s show we really are #inthistogether

A huge thanks to Brian and Janet for organizing last Saturday’s Trivia Night! It was great fun and
such a great way of softening the barriers of isolation. Sally and Bryan pictured.
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Uniting Church in Australia

SYNOD OF VICTORIA AND TASMANIA

The August edition of CROSSLIGHT is available online at: https://victas.uca.org.au/crosslight The
August edition of Crosslight is now available in an easy-to-access, reader-friendly digital “flipbook”.

The expanded 45-page special edition features an array of engaging stories and thought-provoking opinion
pieces that will either inspire you, give you reason to reflect or encourage you to take action. Among the
many interesting and thought-provoking articles are:

« Aninvestigation into how truly inter-cultural our Church is.
e Alook at how sex is portrayed in the Bible.
e An interview with the new minister at St Michael’s, Rev Dr Margaret Mayman.

Regrettably, this edition will not be available in its traditional printed magazine format, as was the case in
June. Stage 4 lockdown restrictions in place at our printing site mean we are unable to print and distribute
the hard-copy magazine. We apologise for any disappointment this has caused. However, if you who
would like a hard-copy version, this edition can be downloaded as a PDF and printed out at home.

Thank you to everyone who has continued to support our church financially. Contributions to
support the work of the church can be made through bank transfer: 013 427. Acct 3108 34465 - the
only identification needed is ¢ offering’ — or by mail: PO Box 385, Balaclava 3183

Contributions to these bulletins welcomed — please send to (photos,
articles, poems — anything you would like to share with others)

As we gather in our various places via Zoom, we acknowledge the Yaluk-ut Weelam Clan of the
Boon Wurrung People as the traditional custodians of this land on which our church building
stands. We give thanks for their commitment to nurturing this land over many generations. We
honour the sacred stories that belong to this land. We pay our respect to Elders past, present and
for those emerging who will lead their communities into the future. We commit ourselves to
empowering children to continue the journey of reconciliation on this land.
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