From Brian Lennon: Re Season of Creation, you might be interested to know that
I’ve been on the Board of Highways and Byways since 2010, when it was initiated
by the Missionary Sisters of Service. This charity conducts ongoing programs,
notably (a) support of disadvantaged indigenous people in mixed regional
communities, and (b) working to train unemployed young people in ecological
management and restoration work. It also provides small grants to facilitate
groups of people throughout Australia to put in place social and environmental
initiatives aimed at meeting specific community needs, mostly in regional areas.
In terms of celebrating the Season of Creation, this year Highways and Byways
has supported 43 communities in its grants program (this year’s theme being
“Healing the Land - Healing Ourselves — Together”), and is also supporting an
ecological restoration program in NE Tasmania. Feel free to check out the links
provided. Brian
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This Sunday we will continue to gather on Zoom and Lucinda Malgas
will lead us, assisted by Wendy. Please feel free to connect before the
gathering and/or stay afterwards for a chat — there are also a few
people having ‘lockdown’ birthdays that we need to celebrate!

There will be a congregational meeting at 11.45 am for those who are
regular members of St Kilda (see information inside this newsletter).

READING: Mark 10: 42 — 45. Pg. 671 The Inclusive Bible

Date 19 Sept 26 Sept 3 October | 10 October | 17 October
Daylight Sav.
Worship Lucinda Lyn Kroker | Mark Janet & Ishe and
Malgas Lawrence Brian SW Robert
Assistance | Wendy Randall Mary Wendy Melissa
Welcome Louise Maureen Wendy Roma Maureen
at door
Flowers Deb Roma Louise Desleigh Maureen
Coffee Louise Roma Maureen Roma Mary
Rubbish Darren Randall Roma Randall Darren
collection
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As a community of faith, the St Kilda
Uniting Church Parish Mission strives to
do what is just, to show constant love and
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NEWSLETTER DETAILS:

Desleigh Kent is the editor and distributor
of the Newsletter. .If you would like to
receive a copy of the church newsletter
each week or if you wish to be removed
from the list, please contact Desleigh:
desleighk@ozemail.com.au
Contributions to the content are also
welcomed.

FROM LUCINDA:

Last week Coralie reminded us that we are in the midst of celebrating the
Season of Creation. | treasure her reminder to open our eyes to this beauty
and to savour it; in our gardens, our observations and interactions and in
our everyday living. | treasure her reminder to refrain from taking it for
granted. We are indeed called to remember that this place we occupy
temporarily, in all its beauty and mystery, is indeed ‘home for all’, home
for generations past, present and future.

In the words of an Aboriginal Proverb: ‘We are all visitors to this time,
this place. We are just passing through. Our purpose here is to
observe, to learn, to grow, to love...and then we return home.’

In this Season of Creation, Sunday 19%" September is ‘Sky Sunday”’.
There is majesty and awe in this vast sky space. It is easy to see the sacred
in this space. In many Indigenous cultures the sky is a textbook of morals
and stories, retold from one generation to the next. =~ Cont.....
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Cont... Stretching like a protective
blanket over our entire earth, it displays
its array of colours and array of
temperaments. Yet it remains constant in
its presence over us, connecting us all
across the corners of the earth,
reminding us that we all live under the
same ‘roof’. Living, breathing creatures
and plants and ecosystems, all under the
same sky.

In my ‘invincible’ 20’s, I chose to
travel and work in India. My home for
the year was Mussoorie, situated at the
foothills of the Himalayas with an
altitude of approximately 2000m above
sea level. Some days | felt as though |
lived among the heavens, being able to
touch the sky with my joy. Some days
illness and loneliness brought me to my
knees. It was at these times especially,
at my lowest, that | craved the comforts
of home, of family, so intensely. It was
also at these times that the sky managed
to transport me back home. Sitting in
those hills, and in misty days, in those
clouds, I knew that this was the same
sky my family would see, the same sky
that stretched over them too, connecting
us over thousands of miles.

This sky, that connection, would drip-
feed drops of comfort into my veins
sustaining me in my brokenness.

The wisdom of Kanyini, as explained by
Uncle Bob Randall, an Aboriginal
Australian elder, teaches us that we are
indeed all connected. And with this
sense of connectedness to each other,
the earth, the animals, the Creator
Spirit, comes unconditional love with
responsibility.

We must be willing to care for all
things equally. When we harm one,
we harm the other, we harm
ourselves as everything is connected
in this ‘family of life’. It is our
responsibility to nurture this
connection, and in return we will be
sustained physically, mentally, and
spiritually.

We will know unconditional love.
We will know true belonging.

S0 as we ‘pass through’ on this journey,
in this time and place, let us leave the
best of ourselves behind, knowing that
it lives on in our connection with the
‘family of life’. What we stand for,
what we love, what we action. It lives
on in others, it lives on in the stretch
marks and in the memory of the earth.
As Jesus’ love and connectedness with
us have endured, his Way guides us to
creating this heaven here on earth. This
path that He has trodden, the lessons
of the sky, the principles of Kanyini;
may we base our foundation for
greatness upon these well-worn
wisdoms.

Lucinda Malgas

NOTICES:

Thanks to Janet and Brian for
organizing and running the QUIZ
NIGHT last Friday. It was so good to
make the Zoom connection and to
enjoy the evening of fun together.

We are hoping there will be another??

Congregational Meeting TODAY
Sunday 19 September 11.45 am. We
will meet to consider and vote on a
recommendation from the Joint
Nominating Committee (JNC) for our
next minister. Rev James Douglas, chair
of the INC, and chair of the Presbytery
Pastoral Relations Committee (PRC), will
join us on Zoom.

The JNC will tell us the name of the
person being recommended and
provide other information at the
meeting. Zoom has a “Poll” facility which
will enable a vote to be taken.This is an
important and exciting opportunity in
the life of our congregation. Regular
members of the congregation please
stay on Zoom at the end of today’s
gathering.

PODCAST Discussion Group via
ZOOM Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm.
We will continue with Janet and
Brian’s recommended Podcasts for
discussion (see last weeks’s
attachment). This week: Ep 74 — Dr
Diana Butler Bass “Grateful’. What is a
theological understanding of gratefulness
for progressive or radical Christians?
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/ep-
74-diana-butler- bass grateful
/id1080170463?i=100040862379

Please email or phone/message Janet:
janetsnashall@gmail.com or Brian:
bsnashwood@hotmail.com

if you would like to be part of this
group to be included on the ZOOM list
or if you have any difficulty accessing
the podcasts.

The PCNV (Progressive Christian
Network Victoria) will hold their next
meeting (via ZOOM) NEXT Sunday
26" September: 4 —5.15.

TOPIC: THE END OF RELIGION:
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
STATES, RELIGIOUS
TRADITIONS AND GENDER
POLITICS with Dr Kathleen
McPhillips. Flyer attached.

From Maureen. After a cancelled
festival last year our neighbours, Holy
Trinity, plan to hold their
COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS TREE
FESTIVAL (No 9) this year from
Thursday 2 December until Sunday 5
December. We have again been invited
to contribute a tree — so thinking caps
on please! Applications open in
October. Ideas, and offers of
assistance to:
maureenawalker5@bigpond.com

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF
PEACE is this Tuesday, September
21%t and Assembly president Rev
Sharon Hollis will join representatives
from 13 different faiths in an online
prayer service. Religious leaders from
Aboriginal, Bahai, Brahmakumaris,
Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Islamic,
Jain, Jewish, Mandaean, Sikh, Sufi and
Zoroastrian communities will offer
prayers for peace. To join the
celebration you are invited to an
online Interfaith Prayer Service at
2pm via Zoom. For further
information, contact Manas Ghosh
0429 892 548.
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