THE PROGRESSIVE CHRISTIAN

NETWORK OF VICTORIA inc.

OPEN HEARTS,
HANDS & MINDS

The next PCNV will be held via ZOOM on SUNDAY November 28th 2021
4 —5.15. This will include the AGM. More information to come.

The St Kilda Uniting Church respectfully acknowledges the Traditional
Owners and Custodians of the land on which we meet, and we pay our
respects to their Elders, past, present and emerging.

St Kilda Uniting Church
Parish Mission

NEWSLETTER

Volume 56 Issue 39

Sunday 31st October 2021
Pentecost 23

You are most welcome to our worship service by ZOOM today. Just to
let you know that we will open the church to recommence our face to
face gatherings on Sunday 14" November.

TODAY we are very pleased to welcome TRUDE KLEESS from snowy
Colorado who, along with Robert, will guide us through a TAIZE
service. Please feel free to connect before the gathering and/or stay
afterwards for a chat.

READING: Ruth 1: 1 —18. Mark 12: 28 — 34. The Inclusive Bible

Date 31 October | 7 14 21 Advent 28
November | November | November | November

Worship Robert H. Robert H. | Coralie Mark Lyn Kroker

and Trude Ling Lawrence

Assistance | Kleess Desleigh Wendy Mary Roma

Welcome Mary Wendy Maureen Louise Mary

at door

Flowers Mary Desleigh Louise Deb Roma

Coffee Maureen Melissa Louise Randall Mary

Rubbish Randall Darren Randall Roma Randall

collection

Church: VISION STATEMENT:

As a community of faith, the St Kilda
Uniting Church Parish Mission strives to
do what is just, to show constant love and
to walk humbly with God.

163 Chapel St., St Kilda. 3182
(cnr. Chapel & Carlisle Sts.)
PO Box 385, Balaclava 3183

Engagement Hub:
101 Carlisle St.
St Kilda 3182. Ph: 9525 5478

NEWSLETTER DETAILS:

Desleigh Kent is the editor and distributor

of the Newsletter. If you would like to

receive a copy of the church newsletter

each week or if you wish to be removed

www.stkildaunitingchurch.org.au from the list, please contact Desleigh:
desleighk@ozemail.com.au

Church phone no. Contributions to the Newsletter are also

0493 254 812 welcomed.

Minister:

From Trude:

It is humbling and exciting to be collaborating with Robert on the service for
this week. It will incorporate many of the elements of a Taize service as
practiced by the Taize Community in France. When discussing the possibility
after a recent service, it was impressive that at least three members of St. Kilda
had visited the Taize Community! Tom and | spent time there in May 2019
after attending the wedding of a goddaughter in Beaune France.

I have been a leader for a Taize service in Boulder CO for about 8 years. A
contemplative or meditative practice had been a part of my life since | was a
teenager, so | was naturally attracted to Taize. | found the combination of
readings, silence, chants, and often communion more fulfilling than any of
these aspects alone.

The service Tom and | attend is lay led, expressive of a circle, as opposed to
one leader, or one perspective. This allows a diversity of unique voices to
share with one another. We emphasize creating a space of stillness and silence.
Sitting in silence together is rich and connected. Cont.....



http://www.stkildaunitingchurch.org.au/
mailto:desleighk@ozemail.com.au

Cont..... If an ordained person wishes
to participate as an equal, they are also
welcome. We believe we are all
ministers.

It was with some trepidation that |
journeyed to spend time at the
“original” Taize community. Was our
practice out of step, or too loose and
would be criticized? No. Instead we
were met with tolerance and acceptance.
We participated in a daily discussion
group with English speakers who hailed
from mostly European countries and
embraced a wide range of beliefs.

There was the atheist gentleman from
Germany who had been coming to the
Taize Community for several years.
The couple from the Netherlands were
extremely conservative Christians.

The Irish ladies were quite Catholic.
We identified as progressive Christians,
and soon discovered that the term had
quite the opposite meanings in parts of
Europe and the U.S.!

Our discussions were civil and
respectful despite large differences in
perspectives. It was proof that this is
possible! Our visit was not typical as
there were only several hundred people
there in May, and most were adults.
We’d love to go back when there are
5,000 teens from all over the world
there!

The three daily services were simple, but
rich, with the chants sung in a variety of
languages. It would be so easy to try to
wall such a community off from the
world to protect it. Instead, it has
practiced boots on the ground social
action since its inception. These values

as well as their focus on youth is
inspirational.

The practice of Taize encourages one
to use the peace and inner strength
gained from sitting and chanting in
community to bring kindness,
simplicity, love and acceptance into
the world, living the way Christ
intended us to live.

Trude

NOTICES:

Last Wednesday night was the last in
the series of Podcast discussions led by
Janet and Brian. We would like to say
thank you for initiating — the topics
of the podcasts kept us challenged!
We’ll keep everyone posted if we are
able to squeeze in some more
discussions before Christmas.

NEXT Saturday November 6th,
9:30am to 4:15pm the JIM CLUSTER
OF THE UNITING CHURCH
VIC/TAS will be holding its ANNUAL
CONVENTION ONLINE and its
FREE to attend!

TOPIC: Our Faith in Democracy:
How do you have a meaningful Say?

Most social justice requires direct
government action, from addressing
climate change, modern slavery, and
family violence to the treatment of
people seeking asylum and justice for
First Peoples. In order to see positive
change in our society, we need to
care about making government work
for the betterment of our community
and the world.

The 2021 Justice and International
Mission Convention, will explore what
the Christian faith has to say on the
subject of government and trust in
societies..The Convention will also hear
from movements seeking to re-energise

our democracy and give us a greater say in

how government runs.
Email the JIM Cluster with any
enquiries: JIM@victas.uca.org.au

CONVERSATION AT THE
CROSSROADS
“Can climate apocalypse be averted?

Glasgow November 2021 — A Date with

Destiny”
Speakers include:

Professor Robyn Eckersley (University of

Melbourne),

Professor Tim Flannery (Chief Councillor

of the Climate Council)

Marinel Ubaldo (Philippine Country
Coordinator for the UN Youth Climate
Conference in Glasgow).

Presented by Conversation at the
Crossroad.

WHEN: 11 November | 7:30pm - 9pm
WHERE: via Zoom

More information — flyer attached.
Www.crossroadsconversation.com.au

A PRAYER for Those Advocating
Climate Change

God of courage,

Renew those discouraged and desperate
from long years of advocacy.

Move those who have blocked action to
limit temperature rise to a different
imagination.

Grow in those alienated from earth, a
vocation to care for her and her creatures.

Inspire in all compassion and solidarity
across cultures and nations. Remind us
Lord that your love encompasses all
Creation,

Remind us Lord that you walk with all
who call for climate justice, sustain us,
bolster our courage, give us wisdom
And in our small and large actions,
remind us that you are with us. Amen.
(insights.uca.org.au)

163 CONVERSATIONS is returning-
HOORAY!

Please note that we will meet on
THURSDAY November 25" - 6.15pm
All Covid prevention rules will be
followed, including the wearing of
masks inside, social distancing,
signing in with the QR Code and
having your vaccination status noted.
Maureen will be taking us on an
imaginary trip to the Island of St Kilda
as she talks about her trip not so very
long ago when being able to travel to
distant lands was taken for granted.
This evening will have a Christmas

theme & A 3%. You are all

welcome.

CARIN LAVERY’S 2022 CALENDAR
@ SPACE2B

Help refugees start their own
enterprise to become financially
independent. Local artist Carin Lavery
is donating all profits from sales of her
2022 calendar to Space2b's creative
mentoring and business training
programme *Space2Fly".

Featuring 12 different paintings of St
Kilda landmarks and locations,
https://www.carinlavery.com/store/p16/
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