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Advent Family workshops “Travel through Christmas” Activities, crafts, 
stories, music and food. Suitable for pre-school and primary-aged children and 
families.  All children must be accompanied by a parent or adult carer. Port 
Melbourne Uniting Church, Thursdays 30th Nov/7th Dec, 4.00 – 5.40 pm.  

Reading Discussion Group The next Discussion Night will be Wednesday 13 
December 7pmat Mary & Brian’s. All welcome 
 

We respectfully acknowledge the Yalukit Willam clan of the Boon 
Wurrung. We pay our respects to their Elders and community past and 
present. We acknowledge and uphold their continuing relationship to 
this land. 

 

You are most welcome to the service today. Rev David Pargeter will lead 
our worship. Please stay afterwards for tea/coffee.  
 
Bible Readings: Psalm 137 pg. 688 :  Mark 14 v26   pg 1116 

From David 
Last year we arrived in Thailand shortly after the death of King 
Bhumibol Adulyadej. He was 88. There was much public grieving. 
This year we arrived exactly 12 months later and the country was still 
in mourning - officially. 
I walked the streets of Patong on the day that the late King was to be 
cremated. The day before Buddhist monks across country had spent 
all day ceremoniously Merit Making - a way of affirming the 
goodness of the much loved king. 
A year of mourning had just a few more hours to run. 
All over the land tired shrines had been cleaned and freshly decorated 
with yellow marigolds. Monday’s colour. Monday’s flower. The late 
king was born on a Monday. 
The brightness contrasted beautifully with the sea of mourners 
dressed mostly in black. 
Normally noisy busy streets and market lanes had fallen silent. 
No one was calling out ‘tuk tuk’, ‘taxi’, or, ‘have a look, new suit for 
you’. 
Every 7 Eleven had closed for the day. All 10,000 of them. 
Famous Bangla Road had no life, instead it pulsed with silence. 
Two bars had opened. Sheepishly it seems and its patrons sat quietly 
drinking - guiltily.                          PTO 

 

Date November 12 November 19 November 26 

Worship 
Assistance 

David Pargeter 
Melissa 

David Pargeter 
Janet 

David Pargeter 
Desleigh 

Welcome at door Roma Deb Melissa&Darren 

Pre-Service Prayer Simon Mary Melissa 

Flowers Andrej&Petka Mary Beverley 

Coffee Melissa&Darren Brian & Janet Beverley 

 Church 
Corner Chapel & Carlisle Sts 
St Kilda 3182.  Ph: 
 

Engagement Hub 
101 Carlisle St. 
St Kilda 3182.  Ph: 9525 5478 
 

Minister: Rev. David Pargeter 
Email: saints674@iinet.net.au  
PO Box 385, Balaclava 3183. 
Ph: 0412 334 334 
www.stkildaunitingchurch.org.au 
Church phone no. 
0458 417 708 
  

VISION STATEMENT:  
As a community of faith, the St Kilda 
Uniting Church Parish Mission strives 
to do what is just, to show constant 
love and to walk humbly with God.  
 

NEWSLETTER DETAILS: 
Desleigh Kent is the editor of the Newsletter. 
Contributions are welcome and can be sent 
to her at desleighk@ozemail.com.au  
 

If you would like to be part of a growing 
congregational email list (and receive a full 
colour copy of the church newsletter in pdf 
format), please contact Rob Hess at 
Robert.Hess@vu.edu.au  
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Soccer was on the TV but the sound 
was off. 
The beach was serenely but strangely 
quiet. 
One or two hawkers plodded slowly 
from one end to the other; their way 
of life so deeply etched it was like 
they could not imagine any other way 
to mourn. One foot mechanically 
following the other. 
Even the jet skis had chosen to stay 
home. 
A few Chinese and Russian tourists 
lay stretched out on the sand. 
They looked a little puzzled as if they 
couldn’t quite work out what was 
going on. 
I made my way back to the apartment. 
I stopped, and placed some yellow 
flowers on the shrine in the car park 
that housed a picture of the late king. 
I lit an incense stick and place it in a 
vase where several others smouldered 
gently. 
Then, with hands held in a traditional 
Thai greeting I greeted the mystery of 
life and death. 
Facing East, I nodded and bowed. 
Then South, nodded and bowed. 
Then West. 
Then North. 
Thus I found myself quietly 
connected to the strange wonder and 
spirit of that land, and that moment. 
 
David 
 

TiS: 154 Great is your faithfulness. 
 
TiS: 687 God gives us a future 
 

NOTICES 
Book Launch  
Next Sunday 19 November 12md 
following our church service. 
Robert Hoskin and Eddie Bear will 
launch their book Return to 
Majaddin – a Kimberley 
homecoming. This will be followed 
by refreshments. 
This book is the work of Ngarinyin 
Elder Eddie Bear, sharing his family 
story with the Rev. Dr. Robert 
Hoskin over a seven-year period, 
beginning with their first 
collaborative journey to Eddie’s  
traditional lands of Majaddin in the 
West Kimberley.  
For more information:    
https://thekimberleyvoice.com.au  
 
Walk Against Family Violence 
Friday 24 November,1pm at 
Federation Square - to 
commemorate International Day for 
the Elimination of Violence Against 
Women and White Ribbon Day. The 
Walk aims to advocate and raise 
awareness of family violence and the 
impact it has on women and children 
in our community as well as pay 
tribute and commemorate those who 
have lost their lives to family 
violence. 
Contemporary song/hymn writing 

Songs/Hymns 
 

Keeping faith through all life’s 
circumstances.  
Calls upon a trust that can’t be seen. 
How to sing ‘the Lord’s’ song in a 
strange land  
Tests the truest heart, and reveals a 
deeper pain. 
 

When the things on which our faith is 
founded  
Fall apart and leave us full of doubt. 
Shall we sing the songs that have 
sustained us. 
Or look for songs that speak to a 
world that’s not the same. 
 

Faith it seems is stronger at the edges 
Where it does not hold the centre 
ground.  
When it feels as if it’s been 
abandoned,  
Exiled for a while in a strange and 
humbling land 
 

Exile has a way of teaching lessons 
Asking just on what can faith rely? 
Temples. Land. Or customs and 
tradition? 
Babylon beware for it changes 
everything. 
 

So we sit beside our troubled waters. 
Things are just not like they used to 
be. 
Now our faith requires a fresh 
expression Finding words for faith 
that can set a people free. 
 
Words: David Pargeter. Tune: Jesus Christ Superstar 
Based on Psalm 137 

workshop with Robin Mann, here, 
Saturday 25 November  
Writing music/melodies: 9.30 – 12; 
Writing lyrics: 1 – 4pm 
On Sunday 26 at 10.30, David will 
lead the worship with Robin and 
we will hopefully sing songs that 
are less than 24hrs old! 
Refreshments provided. This 
workshop is free but donations 
appreciated. To register email: David  
saints674@iinet.net.au or Desleigh: 
desleighk@ozemail.com.au                           
 

 
Walk Against Family Violence 
Friday 24 November,1pm at 
Federation Square to commemorate 
International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence Against 
Women and White Ribbon Day. 
The Walk aims to advocate and raise 
awareness of family violence and the 
impact it has on women and children 
in our community as well as pay as 
well as pay tribute and commemorate 
those who have lost their lives to 
family violence. 
 
163 Table Conversations. Sharing 
Food – Sharing Ideas.  
The next Table Conversations will 
be Tuesday November 28 at 
6.15pm. Dr Rob Hess will speak 
about his book on womens’s 
Australian Rules football.  All 
welcome! Please rsvp to Janet: 0417 
670 132 for catering purposes. 
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